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DEVON GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY CONSULTATION OCTOBER 2011

1.
INTRODUCTION
The Town Council broadly welcomes the guiding principles set out in the consultation document.  

Comments with regard to specific principles are set out below and referenced according to the numbered paragraphs in the consultation document.

1.4.3
The Town Council notes the aspiration to better protect and enhance the environment and in so doing not to place ‘additional burdens on local authorities’.  However the Town Council is concerned that the definition of ‘promotes local action’ will have the practical effect of moving the burden to town and parish council level.
2.
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The Town Council agrees with guiding principles D1 to D9.

2.3.1
The Town Council supports the positive approach to preventative health as set out in section 2.3.

2.3.6
The aspirations set out by Natural England (Accessible Natural Greenspace Standard (ANGSt)) are welcomed and supported.  However, the town Council is concerned that the benchmarks for ensuring access to places near to where people live whilst desirable are not achievable due to constraints on available land.
2.3.16
The aspiration to protect existing allotments as well as allocating land to meet a growing demand is supported.  The Town Council is concerned that it is not always possible to meet demand for allotments due to lack of land which is suitable and available and would stress the need to plan for allotments at the development stage.

Principle D7 (b)
The Town Council notes the standards for allotment provision set by the National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners with which it agrees, however, due to constraints set out in 2.3.16 above, it is not always possible to expand provision to meet local and future need.

2.4.1
The Town Council notes the inclusion of the 2009 UK Climate Projections and proposes that the definition of the likely changes to Devon’s climate should include reference to extreme weather changes and be sufficiently broad to allow for the inclusion of new information on climate change as this becomes available.
2.4.5
With regard to addressing the level of transport emissions the Town Council is concerned at the apparent lack of connection between environmental, economic and transport policies.  For example, cuts to the school bus service will result in an increase in car journeys as will the loss of subsidies to the rural bus service.  

2.4.13 
The Town Council suggests that the section on reducing reliance on motorised transport should be given greater prominence and be expanded to include reference to alternative forms of transport including the re-opening of disused railway lines.

A reduction in reliance on motorised transport will only come about as a result of cohesive and linked environmental, economic and transport policies.
2.5.4
The Town Council agrees with the aspiration to protect the best and most versatile agricultural land, however, there is concern that this is not happening at the present time and that such land is already being lost.

2.5.5
The Town Council is concerned that the best and most versatile agricultural land will come under threat from planning applications from super-farms as has been seen in other parts of the country and that such land should be adequately safeguarded to protect its distinctive nature and biodiversity.

3
ANALYSIS OF DEVON’S GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

3.2.2
With regard to the biodiversity and geodiversity of Devon’s assets and in particular its rivers, there is a need to balance the aspiration to develop alternative energy sources eg. hydro electric, with the need to protect such assets.

3.5.12

With regard to ‘Area of Great Landscape Value’ (AGLV), the Town Council is concerned that land designated as such has already been lost in East Devon and protection of such land should be applied consistently throughout the county.  Local authorities at all levels should liaise closely to ensure consistency.
3.5.22

When planning growth points and urban extensions there should be a consistent strategic approach to ensure that existing green infrastructure eg. historic parklands, are not lost to development whilst the same development plans for new green infrastructure.
4
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

Priority D4 (c)
The Town Council is concerned that the priorities for access to natural green space and natural elements should be expanded to include the creation or enhancement of existing woodland through tree planting programmes.

5
MAKING IT HAPPEN

5.2.1
The Town Council notes the challenge of ‘delivering results in an efficient co-ordinated way for less cost’, however, the Town Council contends that the worthy aspirations contained in the strategy cannot be achieved without economic investment.

5.5.1
The Town Council further notes the proposal to deliver green infrastructure through planning conditions and obligations placed on developers.  In order to achieve this aim it is vital that green infrastructure policy and national planning policy fit together in a logical and cohesive way.
5.5.22

Funding schemes for delivering sustainable transport provision should be applied consistently across the county and not directed solely to Exeter.

SUMMARY

Honiton Town Council broadly supports the principles set out in the consultation document, but would stress the need for economic investment for the future.  The aspirations set out in the consultation document cannot be delivered without sufficient funding and without a cohesive approach to environmental, economic, transport and planning policies.
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