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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices on 

Monday 16 April 2012

Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Nick Cornwell*



Cllr Vivienne Ash*

Cllr Gary Elliot




Cllr Les Bayliss

Cllr David Foster*



Cllr Roy Coombs*

Cllr Sharon Pavey*



Cllr Peter Corke*

Cllr David Foster*



Cllr Marianne Harman
Cllr John Taylor*



Cllr Vera Howard*
Cllr Vernon Whitlock*



Cllr Liz Tirard*






Cllr John Zarczynski

* Trained in Power of Wellbeing



In Attendance

Cllr Paul Diviani


Devon County Council

Cllr John O’Leary

East Devon District Council

Cllr Sara Randall Johnson
Devon County Council

Cllr Phil Twiss


East Devon District Council

Town Clerk

12/59
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Allen (P); Cllr Farnham (S); Cllr Groves (P); Cllr Halse (alternative meeting)
Cllr Whitlock would be arriving late and had asked that Cllr Foster chair the meeting; this was agreed.

12/60
To receive declarations of interest

Cllr Ash – Community Complex (Trustee of HCCA) (P)
Cllr Tirard – Millennium Green (Trustee) (P)

12/61
Minutes of meeting held 12 March 2012 

The minutes, having previously been circulated, were amended, approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

12/62
Police report

PCSO England reported that there had been a total of 86 offences in the five weeks since the last Town Council meeting. The 8 incidents of criminal damage were believed to have been caused by the same group of people and the 6 assaults had all been committed at the same time. Two dog offences had been committed and this had been as a result of a joint operation with the dog wardens. 
In response to a question, PCSO England confirmed that the theft from motor vehicles had mainly concerned the theft of fuel but that the police had received no information relating to other damage to cars in the EDDC car parks. Additional police patrols had been put in place on the town’s car parks. 

In response to a further question, PCSO England confirmed that the sensitivity of the new speed devices in Battishorne Way had been reported to Devon Highways and this was being investigated.

Cllr Whitlock joined the meeting

12/63
Ward Members

Cllr Randall Johnson reported that the Devon County Council out turn budget for the previous year had resulted in an improvement of £18m over forecast.
Cllr Diviani advised that he was continuing to work on the Minerals & Waste part of the Local Development Framework and this was nearing its final stages. It was due to go out to public consultation in the near future.

Cllr Twiss reported that, following a request from the Deputy Clerk, he had been investigating a problem with an empty property in the town which was in poor repair. He advised that the EDDC Empty Homes Strategy was being actively pursued and the District Council was determined to get the housing list down. Cllr Twiss would keep the Town Council informed of progress.

 Cllrs Diviani and Randall Johnson left the meeting
12/64
Public QuestionTime

Mrs McNally :
a) I refer to item 12(b) of your agenda : “To resolve that the Fundraising Project Group be amalgamated with the Honiton Community Centre Association and responsibility moved to the HCCA”

Please clarify the phrase “responsibility moved to the HCCA”. How can this be when the responsibility for the whole scheme (including the Town Council’s fundraising) rests solely with Honiton Town Council? Where will the responsibility lie if the promised fundraising does not meet its targets? With the charity or with the Town Council? If with the charity how will it meet its obligations? If with the Town Council will even more money come out of our council tax to pay for the shortfall? The HCCA has proved inept and inefficient as a fundraising partner having raised nothing in the last 6 years and having put its financial report into the Charity Commission (which is a legal requirement) and only held an AGM recently and produced those signed accounts when challenged for operating illegally. After all this time the HCCA has a little over £3,000 in the bank. I attended that AGM and from memory just 6 members attended. This organization is neither strong nor sound enough for the Town Council to consider responsibility being moved to the HCCA.
b) I refer to item 12(c) : “To resolve that the income received in relation to the fundraising for the Beehive Community Complex be ransferred to the HCCA so that the benefits of charitable status may be maximized.”

Can you please clarify/confirm that the benefits of charitable status being maximized refers to Gift Aid or tax treatment. Please also confirm that Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs are aware and have advised that this can be done, and can I have a copy please? I have written regularly to HCCA for a copy of their constitution which may or may not go some way to clarify my concerns, but have received no answer. This organization is neither strong nor sound enough for the Town Council to consider moving its finances to the HCCA.
In the event that a clear answer is not forthcoming on the above matters, I will follow this up with HMRC.

c) Finally, I urge you all to consider very carefully the concerns of many people in this town and to at least wait to see how the voting goes on any town poll before confirming the resolution to borrow the £975,000, which will mean all of us bearing the burden of the repayment of £2¾m.

The Chairman thanked Mrs McNally for her input and advised that her comments would be taken into account by Councillors during the discussions on these agenda items. The Clerk would write to Mrs McNally to clarify the situation with tax.

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

12/65
Deputy Mayor’s Questions and Announcements
The Deputy Mayor advised that the Town Council had recently heard that it had been re-designated a Quality Council having submitted a new portfolio of evidence at its renewal. He congratulated the Clerk and her team on this success.
12/66
Special Responsibilities

Cllr Zarczynski – Local Action Group
Cllr Zarczynski advised that he had recently attended his first Local Action Group meeting. He had found this very informative, especially with regard to the police report. He had advised the group members where items were raised that were already being addressed by the Town Council.

Cllr Tirard – Millennium Green

Cllr Tirard reported that the Deputy Mayor would be planting a Jubilee Oak at the Millennium Green later in the week. She also reported that EDDC had erroneously put up dog restriction signs in the Green. The Clerk advised that she was already aware of this and it had been reported to EDDC so they could be removed; in the meantime she advised that the signs should be obeyed.
Cllr Tirard – Grumble Walk

Cllr Tirard reported that she and Cllr Coombs had recently undertaken the annual “Grumblewalk” with an officer from EDDC. During the walk the following had been highlighted :

· The many loose and “kicked up” paving stones

· The state of the wall abutting the grounds of the Congregational Church, possibly due to the chestnut tree

· Damage to the water channel in various locations

· Missing grids adjacent to the roadway below the A373 traffic lights, on both sides of the road

· Missing or damaged down pipes affecting the removal of rainwater

· Blocked gullies affecting the removal of rainwater from pavements, blocked drains

· Excessive and foul smelling water run off in the High Street

· Lack of consistent pavement and road cleaning, together with litter problems

· Inconsistent dogs on leads notices around the town

· Poor state of decoration on two properties and a dangerous rotten cill

The Clerk confirmed that the EDDC officer would be submitting a report following this Grumblewalk and that this would be used by the Town Council officers to monitor the situation

Cllr Howard joined the meeting

Cllr Coombs

Cllr Coombs reminded Members that the Definitive Map Review of Rights of Way was now imminent and that this left only a short space of time to raise and put evidence forward re traditional footpaths/ rights of way. Forms for submitting evidence were available from the Town Council office.

Cllr Whitlock – Beehive

Cllr Whitlock paid tribute to Cllr Pavey and many other councillors who had supported the launch of the Beehive fundraising. He also advised that a number of donations had been received from residents who had been unable to attend the event.

Cllr Pavey – Recycling

Cllr Pavey advised that she would be attending the Recycling Champions’ meeting at EDDC later in the week.

Cllr Pavey – Library

Cllr Pavey reported that the Library had run a well attended children’s craft session during the school holidays

Cllr Pavey – Allotments

Cllr Pavey reported that she had attended the Allotment Association AGM the previous week. She, Cllr Coombs and the Deputy Clerk were currently conducting a review of available land and would report back.

Cllr Pavey – Young People Liaison

Cllr Pavey advised that she and the Mayor had recently attended the Honiton Primary School Open Day.

Cllr Pavey – Transition Town

Cllr Pavey advised that the Seedy Saturday event had been very successful. The Transition Town had also organised a recent tree planting in The Glen. 

Cllr Pavey – Domestic Abuse

Cllr Pavey reported that she had recently attended the Domestic Abuse Forum and would be advising the Council in due course about the promotion of Domestic Abuse Awareness week in November.

Cllr Cornwell – Thelma Hulbert Gallery

Cllr Cornwell advised that he would shortly be attending the Thelma Hulbert Advisory Group meeting.

Cllr Howard – Twinning

Cllr Howard advised that the Twinning Association would be holding a meeting later in the week to discuss the forthcoming visit by residents of Gronau. All councillors were welcome to attend.
12/67
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 13 March to 10 April 2012 

Devon County Council

1. Devon In Touch March 2012

East Devon District Council

2. Forward Plan to 30 June

3. The Knowledge issues 43, 44, 45, 46
4. Countryside Service Newsletter Spring 2012

Other

5. Report forms on grants allocated :
a. Antiques Festival

b. TRIP

6. Notification of change of name from Senior Council for Devon to Devon Senior Voice

7. Local Councils Update March 2012

8. Village Green Spring 2012 including articles on :

a. Facilities available and hire costs from Community Council for Devon

b. Home Grown Community Owned initiative

c. The Devon Oil Collective

d. Neighbourhood Plans

Late Correspondence received from 10 – 16 April 2012 

East Devon District Council

a. The Knowledge issue 47
Other

b. Millennium Green News Spring 2012
c. Letters of thanks and reports for annual grants from :

a. Honiton Community Cinema

b. Honiton Rugby Football Club

c. 1st Honiton Scouts

d. Honiton Bridge Club

e. Vitalise

f. Kings Centre Food Bank

g. Headway Devon

h. Honiton Pantomime Society

i. 1st Honiton Brownies

j. Honiton Camera Club

d. Devon and Cornwall Police Authority newsletter – Authority Matters

e. Copy letter to HCCA requesting a copy of its constitution

There were no issues raised regarding the correspondence.

12/68
Town Management Advisory Committee

Minutes of the meeting of the TMAC dated 27 March 2012, having previously been circulated, were amended, approved and signed by the Committee Chairman as a true copy.

12/69
Local Plan
Cllr Ash outlined the recommendations made by the Project Group at its meeting on 12 April 2012, minutes of which had been tabled. IT WAS RESOLVED to confirm to EDDC and to include potential numbers for the three sites identified.

12/70 
Honiton Community Complex

a) Cllr Cornwell advised that the Steering Group had met twice – minutes had been circulated for the meeting on 5 April; the second meeting had been held on 12 April to discuss details of the design of the Beehive. Cllr Cornwell would call a meeting of the Beehive Project Group once the new details had been received. 
b) Cllr Cornwell proposed that the Fundraising Project Group be amalgamated with the Honiton Community Centre Association and responsibility for the outstanding fundraising be moved to the HCCA and this was seconded. This would simplify the situation and allow the Town Council to concentrate on the build. Cllr Ash advised that HCCA was holding a special meeting at the end of the month to appoint replacement officers and to ensure more community involvement. Cllr Coombs asked for a recorded vote on the proposal. Cllr Ash did not participate in the vote due to her interest as a Trustee of HCCA.

	
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr Bayliss
	X
	
	

	Cllr Coombs
	
	X
	

	Cllr Corke
	X
	
	

	Cllr Cornwell
	X
	
	

	Cllr Elliot
	X
	
	

	Cllr Foster
	X
	
	

	Cllr Harman
	X
	
	

	Cllr Howard
	
	X
	

	Cllr Pavey
	X
	
	

	Cllr Taylor
	X
	
	

	Cllr Tirard
	X
	
	

	Cllr Whitlock
	X
	
	

	Cllr Zarczynski
	X
	
	


THE MOTION WAS CARRIED
c) Cllr Cornwell proposed that the income received in relation to the fundraising for the Beehive Community Complex be transferred to the HCCA so that the benefits of charitable status may be maximized and this was seconded. Cllr Cornwell outlined the benefit of having all the income in one place and confirmed that an agreement would be drawn up between the Town Council and HCCA to secure the funding and ensure that it would be returned to the Town Council for redistribution to donors should the project not go ahead. . Cllr Coombs asked for a recorded vote on the proposal. Cllr Ash did not participate in the vote due to her interest as a Trustee of HCCA.

	
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr Bayliss
	X
	
	

	Cllr Coombs
	
	X
	

	Cllr Corke
	X
	
	

	Cllr Cornwell
	X
	
	

	Cllr Elliot
	X
	
	

	Cllr Foster
	X
	
	

	Cllr Harman
	X
	
	

	Cllr Howard
	
	X
	

	Cllr Pavey
	X
	
	

	Cllr Taylor
	X
	
	

	Cllr Tirard
	X
	
	

	Cllr Whitlock
	X
	
	

	Cllr Zarczynski
	X
	
	


THE MOTION WAS CARRIED
d) Cllr Cornwell proposed that the Town Clerk act in a temporary capacity (for a maximum of six months) as the Treasurer to the HCCA (ex officio) in order to help the transition and ensure smooth running. This was subject to confirmation at the HCCA special meeting to be held at the end of the month. This was seconded and IT WAS RESOLVED.
e) Cllr Cornwell proposed to suspend Standing Order 30b with respect to a contract with the Bailey Partnership to act as the Design Team for the Beehive Community Complex with a maximum limit of £200,000 and to comply with Town Council resolution 10/33 dated 22 February 2010 and to secure continuity. This was seconded. Cllr Coombs asked for a recorded vote on the proposal 

	
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr Ash
	X
	
	

	Cllr Bayliss
	X
	
	

	Cllr Coombs
	
	X
	

	Cllr Corke
	X
	
	

	Cllr Cornwell
	X
	
	

	Cllr Elliot
	X
	
	

	Cllr Foster
	X
	
	

	Cllr Harman
	X
	
	

	Cllr Howard
	
	X
	

	Cllr Pavey
	X
	
	

	Cllr Taylor
	X
	
	

	Cllr Tirard
	X
	
	

	Cllr Whitlock
	X
	
	

	Cllr Zarczynski
	X
	
	


THE MOTION WAS CARRIED

f) Cllr Cornwell proposed that the Town Council’s resolution of 22 February 2010 to apply to borrow £975,000 from the PWLB towards the development of the Beehive Community Complex be confirmed. He further proposed that the following amendment be made to the proposal : At the time the loan is taken out, to decide on the length of the loan depending on the interest rate prevailing at the time. This was seconded. Cllr Coombs asked for a recorded vote on the amendment.

	
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr Ash
	X
	
	

	Cllr Bayliss
	X
	
	

	Cllr Coombs
	
	X
	

	Cllr Corke
	X
	
	

	Cllr Cornwell
	X
	
	

	Cllr Elliot
	X
	
	

	Cllr Foster
	X
	
	

	Cllr Harman
	X
	
	

	Cllr Howard
	
	X
	

	Cllr Pavey
	X
	
	

	Cllr Taylor
	X
	
	

	Cllr Tirard
	X
	
	

	Cllr Whitlock
	X
	
	

	Cllr Zarczynski
	X
	
	


THE AMENDMENT WAS RESOLVED

Following the amendment, Cllr Cornwell proposed that the Town Council resolve
a) To confirm the Town Council’s resolution of 22 February 2010 to apply to borrow £975,000 from the PWLB towards the development of the Beehive Community Complex

b) At the time the loan is taken out, to decide on the length of the loan depending on the interest 
rate prevailing at the time.

This was seconded. Cllr Coombs asked for a recorded vote on the proposal.

	
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Cllr Ash
	X
	
	

	Cllr Bayliss
	X
	
	

	Cllr Coombs
	
	X
	

	Cllr Corke
	X
	
	

	Cllr Cornwell
	X
	
	

	Cllr Elliot
	X
	
	

	Cllr Foster
	X
	
	

	Cllr Harman
	X
	
	

	Cllr Howard
	
	X
	

	Cllr Pavey
	X
	
	

	Cllr Taylor
	X
	
	

	Cllr Tirard
	X
	
	

	Cllr Whitlock
	X
	
	

	Cllr Zarczynski
	X
	
	


THE MOTION WAS CARRIED

Cllr O’Leary left the meeting
12/71
Advertisement Control

The Deputy Clerk had circulated a briefing paper on progress with the Town Council’s delegated powers on advertisement control and this was discussed. The Chairman raised the issue that this was the only outcome to date of the Town Council’s Quality Council status and he asked Cllr Twiss to discuss with the Clerk any other EDDC delegations that may be appropriate, taking into account the Town Council’s resource limitations and the need for any delegations to be funded. 
12/72
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

Cllr Foster outlined the proposals for Honiton celebrations for the Jubilee in June which had now been confirmed and publicised. Most of the events were being organised by the wider community and co-ordinated by the Town Council but the concert on 9 June was being organised by the Town Council – he would be meeting with the performers later in the week to confirm details.  
12/73
Training Report

The Clerk had circulated the annual report on training undertaken by staff and councillors and this was noted. The Clerk was instructed to arrange a specific planning training for those councillors who would be serving on the Planning Committee following the Annual Meeting and to also look into first aid and other health & safety training. 
12/74
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm

Signed Chair

14 May 2012


