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Honiton Town Council
Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Town Council offices, 
New Street, Honiton on Monday the twenty third of May 2011

Members Present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward
Cllr M R Allen *
 **



Cllr Miss V Ash *

Cllr N J Cornwell *



Cllr R E Coombs *

Cllr D Foster *




Cllr J P Corke *

Cllr Mrs S Groves *



Cllr R A Farnham *

Cllr P Halse *  **



Cllr Mrs V A Howard *

Cllr Mrs S Pavey *



Cllr Mrs E Tirard *

Cllr J B Taylor *
* Trained in Power of Wellbeing

** Also District Councillor

In Attendance

Cllr P Diviani

Devon County Council

Cllr J O’Leary

East Devon District Council

Cllr P Twiss

East Devon District Council

Mr P Fleming

Former Mayor (Chaired items 11/77 and 11/78)
The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Cllr Halse.  Cllr Halse thanked Mr Fleming for his work for the Town Council and most recently as Town Mayor.
11/77
Election of the Town Mayor and signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Tirard proposed Cllr Whitlock be elected Mayor for 2011/12.  This was seconded by Cllr Cornwell and put to the Members and duly carried.  Members agreed that, due to Cllr Whitlock’s absence, the Declaration of Acceptance of Office could be signed at Mayor Making.
11/78
Election of the Deputy Town Mayor and signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Cllr Ash proposed Cllr Foster be elected Deputy Town Mayor for 2011/12.  This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and put to the Members and duly carried.  Cllr Foster signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the presence of the Clerk.  Cllr Foster took the Chair of the meeting.

11/79
To note that all Councillors have signed their Declarations of Acceptance and that the Declarations of Interest have been lodged with East Devon District Council

The Clerk confirmed that all Councillors have signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office and that the Declarations of Interest have been lodged with East Devon District Council.

11/80
Apologies for absence

Cllr Whitlock (A/L)

Cllr Young (A/L)

11/81
Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda

None received.

11/82
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 11 April 2011

A copy having been circulated, IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a correct record and be signed.

Signed Chair






13 June 2011 
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11/83
To receive, consider and approve the minutes of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on 27 April 2011 

A copy having been circulated, IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a correct record and be signed.

11/84
To receive, consider and approved the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 18 April 2011 
A copy having been circulated, IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a correct record and be signed.

11/85
To review the terms of reference of Council Committees and Working Groups for 2011/12 and their delegation authorities and to appoint Councillors to serve
Planning Committee
Following discussion on membership of the Planning Committee Cllr Howard proposed that the Committee comprise all Councillors in Membership with delegated powers on all planning matters.  This was seconded by Cllr Corke and WAS RESOLVED.
Policy Committee
Cllr Ash proposed that the Policy Committee be renamed as Policy and Finance Committee.  This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and WAS RESOLVED.

All Councillors present indicated their wish to apply for membership of the Policy Committee.

Executive Committee
Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chair of Planning, Chair of Policy, Chair of Town Management Advisory Committee, Chair of Local Development Committee

Following discussion on the role of the Mayor as the final arbiter in the event of a dispute IT WAS RESOLVED that the Mayor would attend meetings subject to the content of the agenda.

Town Management Advisory Committee
Deputy Mayor, Cllrs Coombs, Farnham, Pavey, Taylor, Tirard

The Deputy Mayor proposed that meetings be held bi-monthly.  This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and WAS RESOLVED.
Local Development Committee

IT WAS RESOLVED to establish a Local Development Committee.  The Clerk would arrange an initial meeting for all Councillors to agree the terms and remit of the Committee.

Street Market Working Group

Cllrs Farnham, Groves, Tirard
Marketing Working Group

The Mayor, Cllrs Allen, Ash
Community Complex Working Group

It was agreed that the membership and remit of the Community Complex Working Group would be discussed and resolved at the meeting of the Council in June 2011.

Parishes Group

Cllrs Ash, Coombs
Glen Regeneration Working Group

Cllrs Coombs, Tirard

The Glen to be included as an on-going Policy Committee agenda item.

Signed Chair
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11/86
To review and confirm delegation of powers to the Clerk

A paper detailing the powers currently delegated to the Clerk had been circulated.  Cllr Tirard proposed that delegated powers remain in place until further discussion at the next meeting of the Policy Committee in June.  This was seconded by Cllr Cornwell and WAS RESOLVED.
11/87
To confirm appointments of Council Members to Outside Bodies for 2011/12

Allhallows Charity

Cllr Farnham, Mrs J McNally (following the meeting)

Allhallows Museum

Cllr Farnham

Allotment Liaison

Cllrs Groves & Pavey

Chamber of Commerce

Cllr Whitlock, Cllr Allen (to represent if Mayor absent)
Churchyard Management
Cllr Farnham

Citizens Advice Service

Cllr Taylor

Development Trust

Cllrs Allen & Ash (Trustee)

DALC Larger Councils Cttee
Cllrs Ash & Howard

DALC County Cttee

Cllr Ash (nominee)

Disabilities


Cllr Farnham

East Devon Safety Partnership
Cllr Foster
Emergency Planning

Cllr Farnham

The Glen


Cllrs Coombs & Tirard

Health Locality Planning

Cllr Halse

Honiton Festival


Cllr Corke

Honiton United Charities
The Mayor, Cllrs Farnham & Howard, Mrs J McNally (2 more representatives required)
International Tree Foundation
Tree Warden

Library Management Cttee
Cllr Pavey

Millennium Green
Cllr Tirard

Mobile Lengthsman Liaison
Cllr Foster
P3 Footpaths
Cllrs Coombs & Taylor

Police Liaison Group
Cllr Whitlock
Recycling & Waste Disposal
Cllr Pavey

Roundball Wood
Cllrs Coombs & Taylor

Senior Citizens Social Cttee
Mayor, Cllr Howard

Senior Council
Cllr Whitlock
Sports Advisory Cttee
Cllr Foster
St John Ambulance
Mrs S Casson

Thelma Hulbert Gallery
Cllr Cornwell

Treewardens
Cllr Taylor, Mr P Fleming

TIC 
Cllr Corke, Mr C Wright (Trustees)

TRIP
Cllr Groves (1 more representative required)

Twinning Association
Cllr Howard

Young Persons Liaison
Cllr Foster & Cllr Pavey

11/88    To confirm the Council’s ongoing eligibility to exercise the Power of Wellbeing
Cllr Tirard proposed that the Council confirms its ongoing eligibility to exercise the Power of 
Wellbeing and reaffirms that

· At least two thirds of Members on the Council (12) when exercising the power have stood for election when the Power is adopted
· At least 80% of Members (14) have attended training on the Power

· The Council has a community engagement strategy in place (adopted 13 July 2009)

· The Clerk is qualified (CiLCA)

This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and WAS RESOLVED.

The Clerk confirmed that any use of the Power of Wellbeing other than for the market and for grants would be the subject of a public meeting.
Signed Chair
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11/89
To confirm the Council’s ongoing eligibility to be a Quality Council and to resolve to re-apply for Quality Council Status in November 2011 
The Clerk confirmed that

· Two thirds of the Council (12) were elected

· The Clerk is qualified (CiLCA)

The Deputy Mayor proposed that, having confirmed its eligibility, the Council re-apply for Quality Council Status in November 2011.  This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and WAS RESOLVED.
11/90
To confirm that Members of the Executive Committee shall be cheque signatories for the year 2011-12
Cllr Farnham proposed that Members of the Executive Committee and the Local Development Committee be confirmed as cheque signatories for the year 2011-12.  This was seconded by Cllr Corke and WAS RESOLVED.

11/91
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 11 April to 16 May 2011 

Devon County Council

1.
Devon InTouch April 2011 

East Devon District Council

2.
The Knowledge Issues 46, 47, 48

3.
Correspondence from EDDC New Community Officer re Town Council’s concerns re Cranbrook

4.
Forward Plan 1 May – 31 August and 1 June -30 September 

General 

5.
Thank you letters re grants from HEDVSA, 2nd Honiton Guides, Honiton & District Carnival, Devon Link Up, Honiton Band, Honiton TIC, Honiton Music Company, 1st Honiton Guides, Honiton Library, Honiton Memory Café

6.
Reports on grants from Otter Rotters, Honiton Carnival, 1st Honiton Guides, Honiton Memory Café

7.
Invitation to opening of Jake and Dinos Chapman exhibition Friday 27 May

8.
Junk Mail Issue 6 – Newsletter of Devon Community Recycling and Community Composting Network

9.
Economic Trends Report April 2011 produced by Economy & Tourism Unit, Exeter City Council 

10.
Correspondence from Insp Antonia Weeks confirming the details of police restructuring in the area

11.
Minutes of Honiton TIC meeting 30 March 2011 

12. 
Everyone’s tomorrow – newsletter of Senior Council for Devon

13.
Correspondence from Michael Ennever re help needed at the Glen

14.
Copy correspondence from Cllr Diviani re community transport projects in the Blackdown Hills area

15.
Information from Benjamin Slater re challenges being undertaken during 2011 to raise £20,000 for the Military Police Central Benevolent Fund

16.
Correspondence from NHS re transfer of community health services in East Devon to North Devon Healthcare NHS trust

17.
Minutes of meeting of East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership Local Action Group 14 April

18.
Correspondence from the Rector of St Paul’s re the deteriorating condition of the town’s painting in the Church

Signed Chair
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19.
DALC Newsletter May/June 2011 

20.
Local Council’s Update May 2011 

The Clerk read the letter at item 3. and confirmed that the Town Council is liaising with neighbouring parishes.  Cllr Coombs highlighted the issue of the use of the railway by developers.
Cllr Groves declared a personal interest – Network Rail.

The Clerk was instructed to look into the matter of railway services at the new multi-modal transport hub and report back to the Council.

The Clerk drew attention to item 18 and highlighted concerns regarding the deteriorating condition of the painting.  The Clerk was instructed to have the painting valued in order to determine the appropriate action and report back to Policy.
Cllr Tirard declared a personal interest – St Paul’s Church.

Cllr Ash highlighted item 14 and the issue of community transport in the Blackdown Hills area.  The Clerk was instructed to arrange a meeting with TRIP and representatives of the Town Council in order to discuss the issue.

Late Correspondence received from 17 to 23 May 2011 

Devon County Council
a.
Devon InTouch May 2011 

East Devon District Council

b.
The Knowledge Issue 2 20 May 2011 

c.
Copy of news release about a campaign aimed at educating dog owners about the need to bag and bin

d.
Agenda and papers for Annual Meeting of the Council 25 May 2011 

Other

e.
NALC Policy Consultation document – Planning for Traveller Sites. Closing date 6 July 2011.

f.
Correspondence from Alzheimer’s Society asking for support re collection outside Tesco on Friday 27 and Saturday 28 May 2011 

g.
Open letter regarding the forthcoming closure of the East Devon Refuge

h.
Correspondence from NALC asking for help in their guidance to the DCLG on the best ways in which local councils can cut red tape and become better able to do their job.  Closing date 2 June 2011 

i.
Report from Army Cadets on use of Town Council grant

With regard to item b. Cllr Ash suggested that the Town Council invite Mary Portas to Honiton as part of the project to support high streets.  Cllr Ash proposed that the Marketing Group be requested to prepare a case and contact Mary Portas.  This was seconded by Cllr Tirard and WAS RESOLVED.
The Clerk drew attention to item e. and IT WAS RESOLVED that this item be brought to the next Policy meeting in June.

With regard to item g. the Clerk highlighted the issue of the proposed closure of the East Devon Refuge.  It was stressed that the Refuge is ideally situated and that rapid availability of such a facility is crucial.  It was considered essential that proper consultation takes place.  
Signed Chair
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IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Devon & Cornwall Housing to put the Council’s concerns in the strongest possible terms and that the Clerk set up a meeting to further discuss the proposed closure.

With regard to item h. the Clerk was instructed to call a meeting of the Executive Committee to discuss the Town Council’s response to NALC and guidance to DCLG on cutting red tape.

11/92
To resolve to approve the lists of cheques raised in March 2011 at page 329 for £15337.13
Cllr Farnham proposed that the list of cheques raised in March 2011 at page 329 for £15337.13 be approved.  This was seconded by Cllr Corke and WAS RESOLVED.
11/93
To resolve to approve the income and expenditure to 31 March 2011 at page 330

Cllr Farnham proposed that the income and expenditure to 31 March 2011 at page 330 be approved.  This was seconded by Cllr Ash and WAS RESOLVED.

11/94
To close the meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50pm.

Signed Chair
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