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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices on

Monday 12 December 2011

Present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Vernon Whitlock * (Chairman)

Cllr Vivienne Ash *

Cllr Nick Cornwell *



Cllr Les Bayliss *
Cllr David Foster *



Cllr Peter Corke *
Cllr Peter Halse  *  **



Cllr Marianne Harman
Cllr Sharon Pavey *



Cllr Vera Howard *
Cllr John Taylor *



Cllr Liz Tirard *






Cllr John Zarczynski

* Trained in Power of Wellbeing

** Also District Councillor

In Attendance
Cllr Phil Twiss


East Devon District Council

Town Clerk

2 Student Advisors

Apologies were received from Cllr Diviani (S) and Cllr O’Leary
The period of prayer prior to the start of the meeting was led by Rev A Cottingham
11/199
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Allen (S); Cllr Coombs (P); Cllr Farnham (S); Cllr Groves (P)
11/200
To receive declarations of interest 
None declared
11/201
To approve the minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held on 14 November 2011

IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes, having previously been circulated, be approved and they were signed by the Chairman.
11/202
To resolve method of co-option of a councillor

IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk re-publicise the current vacancy and ask all candidates coming forward to make a presentation at a Town Council meeting.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

11/203
To receive the police report
PC Carnall introduced himself to Members as the Honiton Neighbourhood Beat Manager. He reported that, following enquiries from the Town Council, a speed check had been set up on Kings Road five times during November and in that time it had been found that 13.4% of vehicles were speeding at over 36mph. All data was now being forwarded to the Road Casualty Reduction Officer who would raise the matter with the Highways Agency. 
PC Carnall further reported that there had been 57 crimes committed from 8 November to 12 December compared with 54 in the previous year. The main rise was due to acquisitive crime including 6 further cases of shoplifting. It was noted that 22 of these crimes had been detected and that the detection rate remained high. 
In response to a question, PC Carnall confirmed that police officers were at Honiton police station 24 hours a day and that the opening hours at Honiton were longer than at most neighbouring stations. He also reminded Members of the introduction of the 101 number for non-emergency calls.

Councillors thanked PC Carnall for his report and also expressed their appreciation of the work of the Honiton police.

11/204
Ward Members’ Reports

Cllr Twiss advised that work was continuing on both “Shaping Our Future” and the East Devon Local Plan and that both of these were now out for consultation. He urged the Town Council to look carefully at the needs of Honiton; in response Members advised that much time and consideration had been put into the Town Council’s response to the Local Plan and that all arguments had been well thought out and evidenced, but the Town Council’s main problem was ongoing concerns re infrastructure. The Clerk was instructed to forward a copy of the Town Council’s response to Cllr Twiss so that he could read it through.
Cllr Halse advised that he felt the Town Council needed to accept land for housing and industry as not doing so could result in the plan for Honiton being set aside as unreasonable by developers, leading to increased development. 
11/205
Public question time

The Clerk advised that no questions had been received.
The Mayor declared the meeting back in session.
11/206
Mayor’s Questions and Announcements
The Mayor advised that he had met with the MP and South West Trains as well as with the Heads of Economy and Transport at Devon County Council about possible improvements to the rail service on the Waterloo-Exeter line. They had been very positive about an increase to a half hourly service and Devon County Council would look at the possibility of finding funding for a feasibility study. Cllr Whitlock was also speaking with the Whimple/Feniton passenger group and would raise the issue at meetings of the East Devon Clerks and Chairs. The Town Council was awaiting details of the forthcoming rail franchise consultation.
The Deputy Mayor reported that he had attended a meeting at the Honiton Surgery on behalf of the Mayor and had learned more detail of the move to become a clinical commissioning group. It was agreed that it would be useful for Members to discuss this further and the Clerk was instructed to invite the Interim Deputy Locality Director (Eastern) of the NHS to address the Council at the Policy & Finance Committee meeting in January.
Cllr Tirard raised concerns about the continuation of the closure of the Honiton Minor Injuries Unit, which it was understood was due to staff training issues. The Clerk was instructed to write to North Devon Healthcare Trust highlighting the value of the overnight service in Honiton.

The Deputy Mayor advised that he had also represented the Council at the Working Together in East Devon event at EDDC. This had covered aspects of the Localism Act and the Big Society and highlighted the increased ability for parish councils to do more in their communities. He also advised of the Welfare Bill which would be available during 2012. Members discussed the implications of the Localism Act and the Clerk advised that she was awaiting details of training sessions which she would circulate to all Councillors. 

The Deputy Mayor reported that he had also attended the presentation by Miss Zoe Turner on her attendance (partly funded by the Town Council) at the scout world jamboree.

11/207
Councillors’ special responsibilities

Cllr Howard – Twinning
Cllr Howard reported that the next meeting of the Twinning group would be on 19 January and all Councillors were welcome to attend. The group was currently planning a visit by Gronau in August 2012.

Cllr Harman – Community Cinema

Cllr Harman reminded Members that the next showing at the Community Cinema would be on Friday 16 December. The committee had secured all necessary equipment until April and had published its season of films up to Easter 2012. She thanked all who had been involved in setting up this new venture and advised that the community cinema was averaging a box office of 83.
Cllr Pavey – Recycling

Cllr Pavey reported that she had attended the first meeting of parishes and towns. It was agreed that she would pass information to the Clerk who would ensure that information on recycling was included on the Council’s website, together with contact details for Otter Rotters. 

Cllr Pavey also advised that a Swap and Share event was being arranged by a local resident (and supported by the Transition Group) for 25 February at the Mackarness Hall.

Cllr Pavey – Allotments
Cllr Pavey advised that a map was being worked on to identify potential allotment sites. It was also agreed that a representative of the Council needed to attend the next allotment group meeting.
Cllr Ash – DALC

Cllr Ash reported that she had attended the DALC County Committee meeting on 28 November. The item raised by Honiton Town Council regarding village greens had been taken to the AGM and been well supported; this was also now a subject of a Government consultation. 
Cllr Ash – Development Trust

Cllr Ash reported that she had attended a meeting of the Development Trust but that at this stage the discussion was confidential.
Cllr Ash – Local Plan

Cllr Ash reported that she had attended an EDDC special scrutiny committee meeting on the Local Plan; this had been an excellent meeting and she would feed back information to the Town Council’s Local Plan Project Group.

Cllr Taylor - Footpaths
Cllr Taylor reported that annual footpath inspections were being carried out. He also advised that Devon County Council had now confirmed that any path with public access over 20 years could be re-opened at any time even if it had been subsequently shut.
Student Advisors – Community Complex

The Student Advisors reported that a presentation on the community complex had now been made to all year groups at the Community College and that the E-vote relating to this would shortly be going ahead. They would report back to the Clerk who would ensure this was agenda’d for a future meeting.

11/208
Honiton Youth Centre

Members discussed the Clerk’s report following her meeting with Devon County Council officers and received input from the Student Advisors. Cllr Bayliss proposed that an amendment be made to the recommendation ensuring that the annual grant of £2,000 be reviewed after 12 months following a progress report and THIS WAS RESOLVED.
Following the amendment, IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To make available an annual grant of £2,000 (to be reviewed after 12 months following a progress report) to enable the Intermediate Club at Honiton Youth Centre to be opened up to young people from age 11.
b) To make available a fund of £500 to be drawn down on the advice of the Honiton Area Youth Worker to enable entry to the Youth Centre for young people genuinely unable to afford the newly-imposed door charge.

11/209
Correspondence
Correspondence received from 14 November to 5 December 2011
Devon County Council
1. Devon InTouch November 2011
East Devon District Council

2. The Knowledge issues 28, 29, 30 including article on current Thelma Hulbert Gallery exhibition

3. Correspondence from CEO and Head of Economy re Town Council’s request to re-examine transfer of assets. District Council currently considering its Asset Portfolio with a view to reviewing the best value that can be achieved from the estate on behalf of the community as a whole. 

4. Correspondence re proposed changes to East Devon District Council Dog Control orders to correct errors in original report. The Glen to have “dog on lead” restriction removed other than on public footpath; dog on lead restriction to be imposed on footpath from Chestnut Way to Laburnam Avenue/Hayne Lane

5. East Devon Connect – joint Newsletter from EDDC and DDC Winter 2011 including article on Thelma Hulbert Gallery; recycling rate rising above 50% with landfill waste to below 30%; winter weather planning; ways of creating the right environment for better paid jobs in the area; local plan draft

Other

6. LCR magazine Winter 2011 with articles on 

· Proposed handing of powers to communities

· Town councils taking the lead in provision of children’s play

· How local councils can bring affordable housing to their areas

· Tree planting scheme for the Jubilee

· Whether the draft National Planning Policy Framework makes overdevelopment easier

· Living Streets – creating streets that put people first

7.  Village Green magazine Winter 2011 including article on Devon Community of the Year 2011 awards; the Community Hubs project; making community buildings Green Hubs; insurance overview of Snow Warden scheme

8. Local Councils Update November 2011 including overviews of 

· Equality Act 2010 (Specific Duties) Regulations

· Government helping high streets to thrive with support for local shops

· Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

· Council tax freeze

· Council transparency

· Heritage, Localism and Big Society

9. Rural Services Network news digest 21 November and 5 December

10. LINk Newsletter Autumn 2011 including overview of events across devon for people to have their say on local health and care services which was held in Honiton on 11 November

11. Agenda of Honiton Local Action Group meeting 8 December (Cllr Foster attending)

12. Sustainable Gov newsletter December 2011

13. Correspondence from Devon & Cornwall Police thanking Town Council for their comments re the value of PCSOs

14. Economic Trends Report November 2011 (Exeter and Heart of Devon region) giving figures for Population, Employment, House Prices/Earnings; Claimants; Economic Activity and Skills

The Clerk advised Members of Cllr Coombs’ concerns re item 3 and it was agreed that this should be discussed at TMAC.

Late Correspondence received from 6 – 12 December 2011
Devon County Council

15. Emergency Management Newsletter December 2011

East Devon District Council

16. The Knowledge issue 31 including notification of new prices for events, sports pitches and allotments; notification of continuation of dog warden service until 31 October 2012

17. Notification of consultation on EDDC’s plans for the future “Shaping Our Future”. Closing date for consultation is 13 January 2012. 

Other

18. Draft Terms of Reference of Honiton/Ottery St Mary Steering Group re Older People’s Mental Heath Services
19. Local Councils Update December 2011 including Overview of Localism Act; National Lottery funding through Sport England’s Protecting Playing Fields fund; New Guidance on the Design of Shared Space Streets; Fightback against Tree Disease; New Environmental Stewardship Guidance for Common Land; Local Nature Partnerships; Moves to abolish Regional Plans and protect the Green Belt; Review of Charity Law; Mapping the Country’s Charging Points; Libraries Development Initiative; Plans for Second Year Council Tax Freeze; More Flexibility for Councils to Reduce Council Tax Bills for Families and Pensioners
Members discussed item (c) and instructed the Clerk to draft a response to be considered at Town Council in January. 
11/210
Town Management Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held 23 November, having previously been circulated, were approved and signed as a true record by the Chairman.

Cllr Ash commented how well she felt Honiton was doing in the run up to Christmas at a time of economic downturn and highlighted the contribution made especially by the Town Council, Chamber of Commerce and local businesses, especially the new businesses in the High Street. She felt that the town was doing very well under difficult circumstances. 

11/211
Traffic Management Plan
Members discussed the Deputy Clerk’s report and IT WAS RESOLVED 
a) To develop a Traffic Management Plan for Honiton

b) That those Councillors appointed to the Town Management Advisory Committee form a working group to prepare a draft Plan and report back to the Town Council at a future date

c) To ensure that the first session of the working group is open to all Councillors to ensure full engagement with the process

11/212
East Devon Local Plan
Members noted the minutes of the meeting of the Local Plan working group and discussed next steps. IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To set up a meeting with the Highways Agency, Devon Highways, East Devon District Council and other partners to discuss ongoing concerns regarding the Turks Head junction

b) To carry out a survey on the availability of employment land within the current town boundaries

c) To set up meetings with businesses on Ottery Moor Lane and Heathpark to discuss the proposals

d) To include a public session on the Local Plan within the January Town Council meeting

11/213
EDDC Plan
A copy of the EDDC Plan had been circulated to all Members, together with a report by the Town Clerk. It was agreed that the Clerk review her recommendations following the publication of “Shaping Our Future” and draft a response for approval by the Town Council at its January meeting.
11/214
Dates of Meetings

IT WAS RESOLVED to accept the proposed dates of meetings for 2012 put forward by the Clerk.
11/215
To close the meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm.

Signed Chair
                                                                      9 January 2012

