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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council offices on Monday 11 July 2011 
Present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Vernon Whitlock * (Chairman)

Cllr Vivienne Ash*  
Cllr Mike Allen*   **



Cllr Les Bayliss

Cllr Nick Cornwell*



Cllr Roy Coombs*

Cllr David Foster*



Cllr Peter Corke*

Cllr Sharon Pavey*



Cllr Ron Farnham*

Cllr Cecily Young*



Cllr Marianne Harman







Cllr Vera Howard






Cllr John Zarczynski

* Trained in Power of Wellbeing        ** Also District Councillor

In Attendance

Cllr Paul Diviani


Devon County Council

Cllr John O’Leary

East Devon District Council

Cllr Sara Randall Johnson
Devon County Council

Apologies were received from Cllr Phil Twiss

11/109
To note registration of new councillors

The Mayor advised that Cllrs Bayliss, Harman and Zarczynski had signed their Declarations of Acceptance and that the Declarations of Interest had been lodged with East Devon District Council and this was noted.

11/110 
To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Groves (A/L); Cllr Halse (P); Cllr Tirard (P)
11/111
To receive declarations of interest

Cllr Ash – Trustee of Development Trust (P)
Cllr Allen – EDDC Chair of LDF Panel (P)
Cllr Coombs – Communities before Developers (P)
Cllr Howard – Sports Pitches (P)
Cllr Whitlock – Member of Development Trust (P)
11/112
Minutes of Meetign held 13 June 2011 

The minutes having been previously circulated were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

11/113
Police Report

PCSO England reported that in the period 13 June to 11 July there had been 53 recordable offences compared with 63 in the previous year. PCSO England also outlined some details regarding certain crimes and advised that it had been decided to send letters from the police and East Devon District Council regarding the public disorder problems in Tesco car park. 
Cllr Pavey arrived at the meeting

11/114
District and County Councillors

Cllr Randall Johnson reported that she had now ascertained that the current debt at the County Council was £512m from the previous figure of £615m. She also reported that she was hopeful that funding would be forthcoming for improvements at Honiton Library. She queried whether Honiton Council and Chamber were looking into applying for a Business Improvement Development bid for the town and the Mayor confirmed that initial discussions had taken place and a meeting was being set up to take this forward.

In response to a question, Cllr Randall Johnson advised that housing at Cranbrook would include 40% affordable housing with the largest portion being available to East Devon and with other portions being available to Exeter and Mid Devon as part of the funding agreements.

Cllr Diviani reported that improvements to Junction 29 of the M5 had started and that he had recently attended talks regarding the intermodal freight park and Skypark; these were all being done as a Devon County Council/East Devon District Council partnership.

Cllr O’Leary reported that he had looked into the change of use at 114-115 High Street in response to a query from the Town Council and advised that the District Council had no objections. He also advised that he was looking into the refuse clearance on Honiton High Street.

Cllr Allen reported on behalf of Cllr Twiss that a meeting had taken place between the MP and Devon & Cornwall Housing regarding Honiton Refuge. It was further confirmed that the Mayor would shortly be meeting with the MP and also that a meeting had now been set up between Devon & Cornwall Housing and the Town Council. Cllr Allen asked the Town Council to consider opposing any shared arrangement between refuge clients and the homeless and this was agreed.

Cllr Randall Johnson left the meeting
11/115
Public Questions

The Clerk advised that three questions had been received

Mr Taylor : Will the Council publish the date upon which the Honiton electorate will enjoy being consulted upon the proposal to reposition the Beehive Community Centre on the Dowell Street Car Park?

The Mayor responded by advising Mr Taylor that the community complex would shortly be submitted for planning permission and that this would include a full public consultation. In addition the Town Council would be meeting within the week to discuss all aspects of the community complex and this would include fixing a date for a public meeting.

Mrs McNally : It is time some very serious anomalies in the Honiton Community Complex Business Plan are addressed. Page 3 of the Business Plan says that part of the funding will be met by Honiton Community Centre Association (HCCA). Page 14 has the HCCA as a partner and again says this registered charity will secure funding for the proposed project. 

This is what I have managed to uncover about the HCCA : This charity is regularly late in putting in its Annual Return/Update to the Charity Commission with whom it has to register. (The latest update to end March 2010 is now 161 days overdue). I therefore consulted the Charity Commission who told me :

· The return should have been in by end of January this year which is a legal requirement.

· All charities must prepare a Trustees’ Annual Report and accounts and make them available on request.

· Any charity failing to file on time is exposed to a risk of negative publicity and this could affect donations and funds from other sources.

· In not complying with the above, the charity is failing in its obligations.

This, astonishingly, is the fundraiser in which we are expected to place our trust. 

They further advised me that I had a legal right to see the accounts and gave me the name and address of the contact point. I approached the Treasurer of the HCCA for the accounts and she kindly let me have some figures plus copies of bank statements. The figures are worthless as they are not signed accounts, although they do show that this charity has had very little money indeed over the last few years and all that has happened is a tiny amount of bank interest. She wrote to me to say that the HCCA’s committee has not called an AGM for the last 3 years despite her repeated requests for them to do so. This is why there are no signed and legal accounts. 

I contend that the HCCA which is the Town Council’s “partner” in the project and which is purported to be a fundraiser has no place in the Business Plan and that the Town Council, which bears all the legal responsibility, has at best been negligent in its public duty and at worst it has deliberately misled the public over money and fundraising. On this matter alone this 5th attempt at a Business Plan is fatally flawed and should be withdrawn forthwith while the whole future of this project is examined closely by an unbiased authority.

The Mayor advised that the Council would send a formal written reply, as requested by Mrs McNally, as soon as possible.

Mrs McBrearty :The Clerk read the following question from Mrs McBrearty, who was unable to attend the meeting :

In view of British Legion Honiton threatening to have to close because it is not viable in the current economic situation – despite being booked almost to saturation point – what hope is there for the proposed Honiton community hall being viable when less bookings are likely and hire charges probably more than British Legion’s charges? Additionally may I ask how much was the cost of the ground survey carried out recently at the proposed new site – the coach park in Dowell Street?

The Mayor advised that the Town Council was in discussions with the Royal British Legion both locally and at county level and residents would be kept informed as and when the Town Council was able to disclose the outcome of these discussions. He also advised that the ground survey had been carried out and the ground found suitable for purpose. The Clerk was instructed to contact the EDDC project manager for a financial breakdown so that a full response could be made to Mrs McBrearty.

The Mayor declared the meeting back in session

11/116
Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor drew Members’ attention to the Clerk’s weekly briefing sheet which had been introduced and which included details of the Mayor’s appointments. He asked all Councillors to pass relevant details to the Clerk for inclusion in future briefing sheets. 

The Mayor reminded all Members of Hot Pennies, Charter Day and Honiton Show and asked for their support at all these important events.

11/117
Honiton Markets


The Mayor welcomed Mr Tony McCollum, Honiton Market Manager, to the meeting. Mr McCollum advised Members that he was just about to complete his first year in post; in that time a great deal of work had been done to change the market, increase the number of stalls and encourage local residents to use the facilities. He was pleased to report that Honiton market now had a very good reputation locally at a time when neighbouring markets were struggling. The Saturday market was particularly successful and the Tuesday market was holding its own. The new Thursday market, concentrating on local produce, had suffered this year from traders’ pre-bookings but should improve in 2012 if the Council decided to continue with it. Mr McCollum also reported that he was encouraging the traders to take a more active part in Charter Day this year.

In response to a question, Mr McCollum advised that traffic continued to be a major problem with the biggest fear arising from the speed of the traffic. Larger cones had been purchased as a safety barrier. Mr McCollum also advised that triple parking problems were not due to traders but to members of the public; traders were encouraged to offload and move. The Mayor advised that problems with the market and High Street traffic had been an issue since the 1970s and that they had recently improved. He thanked Mr McCollum for all his hard work and enthusiasm which had led to the success of the markets in the town.
11/118
Special Responsibilities
Cllr Foster – Safety Partnership

Cllr Foster reported that the Local Action Group was seeking projects for funding of £18,000 available to support crime reduction and safety; he proposed advising that a workshop with String of Pearls (a charity working with offenders’ families) would be suitable and this was agreed.

Cllr Coombs - Footpaths

Cllr Coombs gave Members an update on alien invasive plants in Honiton. It was agreed that Cllr Coombs should work with the Clerk to produce a guidance note for the public so that they could take individual action to eradicate these plants.

Cllr Coombs – Woodlands

Cllr Coombs advised that the government had started a new consultation on the future of public forests which was due to close on 31 July. It was agreed that Cllr Coombs should approach the Forestry Commission to see whether the Honiton leases could be assigned and for Cllr Coombs and the Clerk to approach Farway Parish Council as the forest was located on their boundary. 

Cllr Howard -Twinning 

Cllr Howard reported that the Twinning Association AGM had been held and the committee elected. She advised that the Association would be holding a skittles evening on 9 September.

Cllr Allen – Green Spaces

Cllr Allen reminded Members that the Green Spaces Policy had been accepted in principle and that detail of this policy had been submitted as part of the LDF process. He advised that the strategy of the Green Spaces needed to be separated out and he was now working on this.
Cllr Pavey – Young Persons

Cllr Pavey reported that she had met with Cllr Ash for a handover of this area. She and Cllr Foster had visited Honiton Community College and agreed that the student advisors would start to attend Town Council, Policy & Finance and Marketing meetings from September – as both Cllrs Pavey and Foster were CRB checked, they would take responsibility for student supervision.

Cllr Pavey also advised that appointments had been made with Honiton Primary School and Millwater School and contact had been made with the Children’s Centre.

Cllr Pavey – Library

Cllr Pavey advised that she had attended a meeting on 30 June and she advised that from 1 July the Honiton Library had become part of the Tiverton group. It was understood that cuts were still to be made and that the Library committee may not be able to continue in its current form.
Cllr Pavey - Recycling

Cllr Pavey advised that she had met with the Clerk to update herself on local recycling. She was now arranging to meeting with EDDC to look at increasing recycling in Honiton. In addition she had received some input from residents following her recent press article about recycling and she was working on developing a recycling map for the area.
Cllr Pavey also drew Members’ attention to the DCC Waste Core Strategy document and asked all Councillors to look at this strategy for waste planning over the next 20 years and send her their comments so that she and the Clerk could respond to the consultation.

In response to a question, Cllr Diviani advised that Devon County Council had introduced charges on some items to deter small businesses from using community recycling facilities; this process was being constantly reviewed and the district councils had been asked to advise on cases of fly tipping )for which they were recharging Devon County Council) so that the County Council could monitor the situation.
Cllr Ash – Development Trust

Cllr Ash advised that she had attended a meeting on 29 July.
Cllr Corke – Music Festival

Cllr Corke advised that the Honiton Festival was giving consideration to changing from a concentrated Festival week to a range of events spread throughout the year.
Cllr Bayliss – Emergency Planning

The Clerk advised that Cllr Bayliss would be meeting with her and Cllr Farnham the following day with a view to taking over responsibility for emergency planning.
Cllr Farnham – Graveyard Committee
In response to a question from Cllr Farnham about the continuing theft of wreaths from St Michael’s churchyard, the Clerk advised that St Paul’s and the police were working together on strategies. She also advised that the responsibility for the churchyard continued to lie with the Exeter Diocese and not with the Town Council.

Cllr Young raised her concerns about the impact on HGVs and buses in Dowell Street car park when the community complex is built. It was agreed that this should be reviewed at the forthcoming community complex project group meeting.
11/119
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 12 June to 5 July 2011

Devon County Council

1. Devon InTouch June 2011

East Devon District Council

2. Correspondence from Waste & Recycling Manager re Cardboard Recycling Facilities

3. Information outlining the community based process for spending Section 106 funding on play and sport

4. East Devon Connect

5. The Knowledge Issues 6, 7 and 8

6. Forward Plan 1 July to 31 October 2011  

Other

7. Correspondence from Mountbatten Sports & Social Club requesting financial support

8. Minutes of meeting of Honiton Local Action Group held 2 June 2011 

9. Clerks & Councils Direct July 2011

10. Correspondence with a resident re anti-social behaviour in Tesco car park at night

11. Report from 1st Honiton Brownies on use of Town Council grant

12. Notification from Age UK Devon of their success in winning the “Peoples Millions” for their Along Memory Lane project

13. Local Councils Update Issues 140 and 141

It was agreed to raise item (7) at the Policy & Finance Committee.
The Council noted the success of Age UK Devon (item 12), to which it had given its support, and congratulated the group on its success.
Late Correspondence received from 6 to 11 July 2011
a.
Correspondence from Independent Futures re meeting to discuss Honiton Refuge (meeting has now been arranged)

b.
Correspondence from Devon & Cornwall Police re consultation on the utilisation of Special Constables in the community

c.
Notification of SLCC branch conference 6 September at Tiverton including items on the Localism Bill, Big Society and Taking over Assets and Services – open to all councillors and clerks
d.
Notification from DALC of the results of the ballot on the County Committee to represent East Devon
e.
DALC Newsletter July/August

f.
The Clerk July 2011 including overview of statistics re precepts set by local authorities

g.
Everyone’s Tomorrow July 2011 – Newsletter of Senior Council for Devon
Cllr Farnham declared a personal interest in item (a)
It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate details of item (b) and that Councillors would send her their input by 25 July.

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the SLCC branch conference (item c) and asked Councillors to inform her if they wished to attend.

The Clerk advised Members of Cllr Ash’s success in the DALC ballot (item d). Cllr Ash reported that she had attended her first meeting and advised Members of a forthcoming free event on community buildings.

11/120
Policy & Finance Committee

The minutes of the meeting held 27 June 2011 having been previously circulated were approved and signed by the Chairman of the Committee. 

On recommendation of the Policy & Finance Committee, IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To delegate powers to the Town Clerk in line with the paper circulated

b) To approve the list of cheques raised in April for £29090.40 at page 343 and in May for £16185.10 at page 344

c) To agree the potential sale of the William Salter painting for the benefit of the Parish Church

d) To agree the payment of a maximum £1,500 to change the parking signs in the High Street to accommodate the new Thursday market

e) To retain prayers prior to Town Council meetings, with a distinct separation at 6.50pm from the main meeting

11/121
To note minutes

Members noted the following notes of meetings :

a) Street Market Forum 28 June 2011 

b) Marketing Committee 28 June 2011 

11/122  Local Development Committee

On recommendation of the Local Development Committee, IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To disband the Local Development Committee

b) To form a Local Development Framework Project Group (Chair Cllr Ash, Vice Chair Cllr Foster) open to all councillors and including members of the community, with a dedicated core group to work on the Town Council’s response to the EDDC LDF Preferred Option for Honiton

c) To delegate powers to the Local Development Framework Project Group to make decisions regarding the LDF on behalf of the Town Council should there be no opportunity to refer to an appropriate Town Council meeting

d) To refer all matters relating to Localism, Consultations, Delegation of Services and Power of Wellbeing to the Policy & Finance Committee

e) To change the frequency of the Policy & Finance Committee meetings from bi-monthly to every six weeks

f) To ensure that the final report on LDF is approved and sent by full Council

g) To confirm the Town Council meeting for 8 August 2011 to ensure that the LDF response may be considered in full

11/123
Councillor appointments

IT WAS RESOLVED that the following councillors be appointed :

Cllr Bayliss to Policy & Finance; Town Management Advisory Committee; Marketing Working Group

Cllr Harman to Policy & Finance; Town Management Advisory Committee; Street Market Advisory Group

Cllr Zarczynski to Policy & Finance, Town Management Advisory Committee

The Chairman advised that the meeting would go into Part B session to discuss matters of a confidential nature which related to commercially sensitive information. The press and public were asked to withdraw from the meeting at this point due to the nature of the business.

11/124
Honiton Sports Fields

Members discussed the presentation by the Honiton Development Trust at the Policy & Finance Committee meeting held 27 June 2011. It was agreed that there was a need for better sports facilities within Honiton but Members expressed their concern regarding access (especially for young people and spectators), distance and safety of route, range of sports being considered, impact on AONB, loss of green space. It was recognised that the Town Council’s desire under the Local Development Framework to restrict housing development within the current confines of the town gave rise to an anomaly that would need to be resolved.
11/125
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm

Signed Chair
                                                                           8 August 2011


