



8 November 2011 

Ms Heather Gordon

Assistant Designation Adviser – West

English Heritage

South West Regional Office

29 Queen Square

Bristol 

BS1 4ND

Dear Ms Gordon

Holyshute House, outbuildings and associated walls, 

Monkton Road, Honiton

Your ref: 468273

Thank you for your letter dated 19 October and for the attached consultation report.  The comments of the Town Council with regard to the consultation report are set out below:

1.
Factual information

With regard to the details of the exterior of Holyshute House, information supplied by a family member of a former owner confirms that the south front of the house dates from the early C19th and not early C20th as stated in the report.  The date of 1908 on an attached cast-iron drainpipe-hopper relates to the date of installation of the guttering and downpipes and not the date of re-fronting of the south elevation.

2.
Planning Conservation issues

English Heritage is listed as a consultee on planning application 11/2106/MFUL currently under consideration by East Devon District and is therefore aware that Holyshute House is under threat of demolition.

The Town Council would draw your attention to the comments of the East Devon District Council Principal Conservation Officer with regard to the planning application.  The Town Council supports the view of the Principal Conservation Officer that ‘due to its early origins, its architectural status and relatively prominent position set back from the highway I would consider the property to be a non-designated heritage asset.  Should the property have been within the Honiton conservation area it would be highlighted as a key building’.
The Town Council objected to planning application 11/2106/MFUL on the basis that should planning permission be granted this would result in the loss of a non-designated heritage asset of local importance.

3.
Local heritage asset

The Town Council wishes to emphasise the fact that Holyshute House is first mentioned as a ‘newly-built villa’ in 1796 and appears on the 1840 Tithe Map.  Although the house is not in the Honiton conservation area and has not previously been the subject of a listing application, nevertheless the Town Council considers the property to be a significant part of the local heritage and contributes to Honiton’s identity as a distinctive historic town.
In submitting an application for listing the Town Council wishes to ensure that this Georgian house and surrounding grounds are protected for the town which has few surviving examples of this type of property.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Jenkins

Deputy Town Clerk

